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  HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM HRAA 

The HRAA staff, executive team and board members wanted to wish you and your 

families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  The Christmas potluck was 

well attended this year and we are looking forward to communicating effectively with 

all members throughout 2019.  With the new year comes a renewed mandate for the 

HRAA to ensure our traditions grow and that past, present, and future members have 

ample oppurtunity to participate in HRAA led activities.     

“We are only as strong as 

our members, they are our 

future.  It’s because of their 

support that our children’s 

grand children will have 

rivers to explore and places 

to make memories.”  
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  A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Is it December already? I sincerely apologize for the absence of communication from the Board and Association. We had planned to 

distribute a November newsletter but the combination of being shorthanded (see staffing changes below) and the proposed 

development within the watershed has resulted in delay.   

The volume of events since our last newsletter is rather large, but I will attempt to give you a concise update of the highlights.  Past 

president, Jody Middleton, and past director, Steve Gillis, pulled off their 7th successful whiskey tasting in February; a sold-out event 

that I was lucky enough to enjoy!  Tickets for Scotch 808 on February 9, 2019 are now available (call the HRAA @ 832-1230).  At the 

2017 Annual General Meeting in February 2018, past-president and founding member, Randy Giffin, presided over the HRAA’s first 

election due to the volume of interest in serving on our board of directors.  We expect to have vacancies again this year, so if you have 

an interest in serving on the board, please forward an expression of interest to info@hraa.ca.  The 2018 AGM is scheduled for 

Wednesday, February 20th 2019 with the weather date being Wednesday, February 27th 2019. 

From February to May, Melissa Crilley (rentals coordinator) and Paul Daigle (past-president), spear-headed the 23rd Annual 

Conservation Dinner with the help of the Dinner Committee.  The dinner was a great evening of laughs and comradery though few 

escaped some good-natured ribbing from director and master of ceremonies, Chris Taylor (daughter of Warren Duncan).  The Dinner 

Committee will be re-convening in January to start planning the 2019 dinner to be held on May 11th (mark your calendar!).  If you are 

interested in participating on this lively committee, please reach out to info@hraa.ca and we will add you to the e-mail list. The annual 

conservation dinner is the HRAA’s biggest fundraiser and makes an important contribution to the Association. 

In early April, HRAA volunteers had an exciting opportunity to fish for Atlantic Salmon kelts as part of a project that was the first step 

toward rearing kelts in captivity before releasing them to spawn again.  Although we did not catch enough kelts for the project to 

continue this year, we learned a lot and we expect this HRAA partnership with DFO to continue next year.  Kudos to Lee Robinson, and 

HRAA staff and volunteers for demonstrating that the HRAA is a reliable and responsible partner. Read on for additional results of the 

Kelt Project, including the capture of 3 aquaculture salmon. 

It’s been a busy year at the HRAA! 

Photo credit: Paul Wood 

mailto:info@hraa.ca
mailto:info@hraa.ca
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In June, the HRAA hosted an NB Paddlers Fishing Series Tournament on our very own Hammond River.  Thank you to NB Paddlers’, 

Bryan Cawthra, and our own Adam Scott, Scott Reed, Bruce Moore, and JC Cormier for organizing and helping out with this event 

along with the 1st Gondola Point Scouts. 

The basement of the HRAA Conservation Centre on Porter Road was flooded during this spring’s historic flooding.  However, the efforts 

of staff and HRAA members during the flood limited the damages sustained. Despite this, the lower 4 feet of the basement walls 

needed to be removed and dried out.  To assist in the clean-up and repair of any future flooding, we have repaired the basement with 

waterproof insulation and washable and mold resistant wall coverings.  Additional efforts are also in the works to prevent and mitigate 

future flooding. We patiently await word from the province regarding monetary compensation for damages sustained. 

The flooding was a major disruption for our staff, members, and rentals. However, staff worked extra hard to meet this challenge and 

ensure our spring and summer education and conservation programs continued to have positive impacts with local school groups and 

within the Watershed. We thank them for their efforts.  

The Board continues to be engaged in the review of the proposed Upham-east Gyspum Mine Project and will continue to represent the 

interests of the Hammond River Watershed. We have submitted our concerns to the Proponent and the provincial government and we 

will keep you updated as the review proceeds. 

Note that fly tying with Aurele Daigle and Jack Cole is held at 6:30 pm Wednesdays at the Conservation Centre and started November 

21. Come on out and get a head start on preparations for the 2019 fishing season.  Join the facebook page for regular updates and 

cancellations due to inclement weather: https://www.facebook.com/groups/729378903922102/ 

The HRAA Christmas Potluck was on December 1 at the Conservation Centre.  We had an excellent turn out and listened to your 

feedback by providing turkey and ham to round out a lovely meal.  Thank you to Jody Middleton, Bruce Moore, Heather Doyle, Paul 

Daigle, Melissa Crilley ,and Vicki Nash for their amazing efforts in organising this long-running event.  

Finally, I am pleased to announce the HRAA’s new Executive Director, Samantha Bosence. Sam and Vicki Nash, our forester 

extraordinaire, are the HRAA’s core staff that will take the HRAA to new and exciting places.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Adam Chateauvert 

HRAA President 

 

 

 
 

Sam comes to the HRAA after six years of working as a Technician in the 

Department of Biological Sciences at UNBSJ where she supported all of 

the undergraduate in-lab and field courses. She graduated from Carleton 

University in 2012 with a BSc Honours with High Distinction in Geography, 

and a minor in Geomatics. During her degree her main course focus was 

fluvial geomorphology. She was awarded NSERC funding and spent three 

years conducting and establishing freshwater hydrology experiments and 

collaborating with government, watershed groups, and MSc and PhD 

students.  

Sam’s experience in the fields of biology, hydrology, and education bring 

many valuable skills to the HRAA. However, her organizational competency, 

collaborative spirit, initiative, and ingenuity are the qualities that she will 

use to bring the HRAA into a new era of conservation, education, and 

engagement. Sam starts in her new role on January 9th, 2019. 

HRAA Executive Director – Samantha Bosence 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/729378903922102/
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Over the past few months the Association has had a couple of staff resign to pursue different endeavours. Vicki Nash has been 

conducting business as usual at the Conservation Centre. The Board thanks Vicki for taking on additional responsibilities and 

workload during this time. 

Hannah Bradford – Hannah has been doing an excellent job for the HRAA in the role of Biologist and Project Manager for the past 

three years. Hannah resigned in August and moved on to an Aquatic Biologist position with Fisheries and Oceans Canada in Saint 

Andrews. The HRAA provides extremely valuable opportunities for young scientists to practice their craft, apply their knowledge, and 

broaden their experience. When our employees move on to industry and government positions it reinforces the credibility and status 

of the HRAA, and that is something we can acknowledge with pride.  

Hannah, on behalf of the Board, thanks for all the hard work and best wishes in your new position. 

Lee Robinson – HRAA Executive Director, Lee Robinson, resigned in early October to pursue a career in education. Lee will be 

teaching at a local school. Lee has been with the HRAA for the past 6 years, holding the title of Biologist, Project Manager, and over 

the past 2 years, Executive Director. During that time, Lee has made substantial contributions to monitoring, restoration, and 

conservation activities in the Hammond River Watershed. Lee may be remembered most for her wonderfully creative educational 

programming. Lee transformed the Hammond River Nature Camp into an extraordinary experience for local kids where they could 

explore the Hammond River, experience the magic of nature, and indulge their innate love of the outdoors.  

The HRAA Board of Directors would like to thank Lee for her dedication over the past 6 years and wish Lee well in her new endeavor; 

we know that she will continue to find success. 

 

 

Mussels 

The HRAA surveyed mussels of the Hammond, from 

Markhamville to Darlings Lake.  While most of the river 

only had 1 type of mussel, the eastern pearl shell, Darlings 

lake had 5 distinct species in just a 10m x 10m plot!  

Since mussels are sessile (they don’t move) their larval 

stage (glochidia) depend on fish to help them disperse.  

The species we found in most abundance (Eastern 

Pearlshell) relies on salmonids (with no impact) for 

transport and can live for up to 150 years!  The data we 

collected from this project may prove to be useful for a 

study with Mount Allison University research on using 

mussels to determine microplastic pollution.  Mussels are 

filter feeders, which makes them very susceptible to 

contamination.  This potential collaboration is still in the 

early stages, but we will make sure to keep you updated!  

Thank you, Wildlife Trust Fund for supporting this project. 

Over 1000 Eastern Pearl 

shells found in one 

mussel bed! 

HRAA Staff Changes 

Mussels 
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Wetland 

Initiative & 

Flood Plain 

Restoration 

Wetland Initiative 

The HRAA used a new wetland sampling protocol (WESP-AC) to 

assess the function of wetlands we delineated in 2013-14. The 

protocol enables us to quantify the ecosystem services provided 

by our wetlands.  The services assessed by WESP analysis are 

storm surge interception, water purification, organic nutrient 

export, fish habitat, waterfowl habitat, songbird and raptor habitat, 

biodiversity maintenance, wetland stability, and public use or 

recognition.  We found an abundance of skunk cabbage, a plant 

that has a rarity ranking of “imperiled” in New Brunswick!   Stay 

tuned for our final report on this in March 2019.  Your 

Environmental Trust Fund at work!   

 

Floodplain restoration 

After a survival survey of our 2016 tree plantings in the floodplain 

adjacent to the HRAA, it was determined that deer browse was a 

serious problem.  To combat this, the HRAA purchased the Plantra 

Deer Management System (tree tubes) to determine their efficacy 

in preventing deer browse, and increasing survival.  The HRAA re-

planted 4000 silver maple, red maple, burr oak, red oak, and a 

few butternut.  On October 3rd, NBCC Steel Fabrication students 

came to help take down the tree tubes, and Isabelle Forest from 

DFO and the Recreational Fisheries Conservation Partnership 

Program (funder for the project) came to assess the project.  She 

was very impressed with the improvements!  It will be exciting to 

see a floodplain forest spring up just outside the doors of the 

HRAA!  Thank you, NBCC and our summer staff! 

 

PHOTO TOP OF PAGE, BEN 

GOURMLY (LEFT), JOSH 

KELLY (MIDDLE) AND CALEB 

BOYD (RIGHT) SHOWING 

PRIDE IN THEIR HARD WORK. 

MID PAGE, HUGE PATCH OF 

SKUNK CABBAGE 
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Banded killifish.  

Look at those 

cool vertical 

stripes! 

 

 

“Last chance to win $100 cash prize 

from Maritime Worm” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Murphy with his catch of the day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  OPERATIONS INITIATIVES 

 

Striped Bass 

Although our sampling efforts in 2017 were ineffective at 

capturing striped bass, the New Brunswick Wildlife Trust 

Fund graciously gave us an extension on the project to see 

if we could angle some in 2018.  HRAA staff got up at the 

crack of dawn to attend the Annual Pickewauket Sturgeon 

Derby to encourage local anglers to help the HRAA by 

taking scale samples for genetic analysis of any striped 

bass they caught while out dangling a line.   

A big thank you to our striper fishing superstars Mike 

Donovan, Michael Murphy (pictured), Steve Delaney, and 

Rob Dekany.  An especially big thank you to Maritime Worm 

for Donating a $100 toward a cash prize draw!  If you still 

have some scales, we would love to have them!  We have 

not drawn for the prize, so you are still eligible.  

 

Electrofishing  

With support of volunteers, the Kennebecasis Watershed 

Restoration Committee, and Wildlife Trust Fund, the HRAA 

was able to get another year of fish community data on our 

15 electrofishing sites.  Stephanie Church, a former HRAA 

employee, brought her whole family out to give them a taste 

of what her time with the HRAA looked like!  We found a 

fish species that has not been recorded in our data since 

2005, the banded killifish.  Banded killifish like to reside in 

lakes or slow-moving waters with a sandy substrate 

(riverbed).  They are a significant food source for larger fish, 

which might explain why we found an abundance of brook 

trout at the same site.  An extra special thanks to R.A. 

Currie LTD. for lending us their electrofisher because ours 

was acting fishy!  Look for a complete report coming March 

2019! Pictured left: all-star board member, Bruce Moore 

electrofishing while Brittany Hartery and Alex Oram dipnet! 
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Nature Camp 

As always, our nature camp this year 

was a huge success, having nearly 

300 campers running around HRAA 

grounds!  Our monarch butterfly 

displays inspired wonder in child and 

parent alike!  A new feature of 9 

square in the air (pictured) was a big 

hit; why play 4 square on the ground 

when you can have 9 squares in the 

air?  We would like to thank Eddy 

Group and Todd Johnston for 

adhering to our strange PVC request!  

We also had our very own organic 

garden installed by Quispamsis’s own 

Axil Gardens led by Kim Osepchook!  

Children enjoyed kayaking, tubing, 

paddleboarding, and of course 

fishing!   

 

Education Programs  

The HRAA has been gearing up to 

teach everything from fly tying, fish 

friends, critter dipping and so much 

more!  This year, we were able to 

grow our own milkweeds, and install a 

pollinator garden at Hampton 

Elementary School.  We will be 

teaching grades 6-8 how to take and 

analyze water quality samples. 

Students will become “citizen 

scientists” helping the HRAA monitor 

water parameters that they can 

upload to a database via the water 

rangers app! These data will help the 

HRAA by providing extra eyes on the 

river! 

 

Fish friends release at French Village.  

Nine square in the air.  The PVC jungle! 
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On June 9th the Hammond River Angling Association was pleased to host the third stop of the NB 

Paddlers Fishing Series. Sixteen participants hit the water in their kayaks or fished from shore to land 

as many different species as they could, with particular attention being paid to the target species of the 

day – chain pickerel.  After a sunny day of fishing the top three participants were John Cail (5 species), 

Rob Palmer (4 species), and Chris Bingham (3 species).  The HRAA hosted the youth division with a top 

three of Kelson Hilchie (3 species), Magnus Scott (2 species) and Caleb Moore (1 species – but the 

biggest bass caught in the derby). 

Following the fishing, the participants gathered for a free BBQ put on by Conservation Officers from the 

Department of Justice and Public Safety.  Participants walked away happy thanks to the many prizes 

from sponsors like Streamside, World Fishing Network, OutdoorsNB, Rapala, Subway, Canadian Tire, 

and the Town of Quispamsis. 

Special thanks to HRAA members Adam Scott, and JC Cormier.  Adam coordinated with Bryan Cawthra 

of NB Paddlers to make the event happen and gathering prizes and JC provided several excellent prizes 

he got from the sponsors.  HRAA board members Scott Reed and Bruce Moore helped out during the 

day of the event. 

HRAA are excited to be partnering with NB Paddlers again in 2019 with a tentative date of June 1st for 

the derby.  Watch for announcements on both the HRAA website and social media as well as the NB 

Paddlers website (www.nbpaddlers.com) and their Facebook site. 

NB PADDLERS FISHING SERIES – HAMMOND RIVER DERBY 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://nbpaddlers.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/nb-paddlers-logo.png&imgrefurl=https://nbpaddlers.com/&docid=XR-QfuOjiR6m3M&tbnid=foSCAaJgmqbFQM:&vet=10ahUKEwiK5oyR66nfAhWq7IMKHf8fBF8QMwg9KAAwAA..i&w=800&h=796&bih=614&biw=1366&q=NB paddlers&ved=0ahUKEwiK5oyR66nfAhWq7IMKHf8fBF8QMwg9KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Aquaculture Escapees Caught in Hammond River 

In April 2018, local anglers from the Hammond River Angling Association, caught 

three confirmed aquaculture escapee salmon in the Hammond river while 

participating in the HRAA kelt reconditioning project.    

As part of HRAA conservation efforts to protect maritime rivers, a scientific permit 

from Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) was granted to angle for Kelt using 

traditional fly and spin casting equipment.  A minimum of 20 wild salmon were 

required for the project to move to the second phase: reconditioning the fish in 

captivity to avoid the high rate of marine mortality. 

HRAA staff and project volunteers gathered in the lower section of the Hammond 

River where a total of 11 salmon were caught over four days of angling.  Three of the 

11 fish were suspected as being possible aquaculture escapees.  All fish were 

transported to the Mactaquac Biodiversity Facility where it was confirmed that the 

three salmon were in fact escaped sea cage fish. On confirmation, the fish were 

euthanized, and tissue samples were sent to a DFO laboratory for analysis.  

Potential risks that aquaculture fish pose to the native population include the 

transmission of disease and genetic introgression. Genetic introgression occurs 

when aquaculture salmon mate with wild stocks, introducing genetic traits of 

domesticated salmon into the wild population.  Genetic introgression can reduce 

wild fitness and reduce the likelihood that salmon will survive freshwater stages, 

successfully migrate to feeding grounds off Greenland, and return to their home river 

for spawning.  

These captures are one of many recent stories indicating that escaped pen raised 

salmon are an ongoing concern amidst uncertainty surrounding the magnitude of 

the effect that escaped pen raised salmon have on wild populations, particularly 

those in both the inner and outer Bay of Fundy.  

The HRAA plans to make a second attempt at completing the kelt reconditioning 

project in the spring of 2019. 


